
 

 Bushman’s Kariega Estuary  
 Management Forum     

 
We Care For Our Estuaries -The Heart of Our Community 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON Monday 30th  

DECEMBER 2019 IN THE KENTON TOWN HALL AT 10h00 
 

Present 65 members and visitors        

Welcome: 

The Chairman Ted Gilfillan opened the meeting by extending a warm welcome 

to all members and visitors. He made particular mention of Mr Ayanda Nqosha 

the councillor for Ward 4 of the Ndlambe Municipality.  

Apologies: 

 Tom Lawless, Noel Ross, Zelda Breytenbach 

 

The death of Dr Bill Northrop 

The Chairman reported on the death of Dr Bill Northrop, a long serving member 

of the committee who had been responsible for maintaining all the signage on 

the Estuaries and for keeping a section of the West bank of the Boesmans clean.  

He asked for silence to be kept for a while in respect of Bill’s memory. 

 

Confirmation of the Minutes of the AGM December 2018 

The minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting had been published on the 

web site after approval by the committee at their meeting held in January 2019. 

The minutes were taken as read and confirmed by the meeting. 

Matters Arising: 

There were four matters arising from the meeting: 

• Mr Jacko Maree had asked for better parking arrangements on the 

Kariega slipway.  A yellow line was required prohibiting parking on the 

bank side from the toilet block back to the entrance road. Any vehicle 

parking there restricted boat owners from reversing on to the slipway.  

The Chairman responded that he had written twice to the municipality 

and that they had painted two lines but left out the crucial line opposite the 

slipway.  This had eventually been painted in by Estuary Care. 

• Peter Bam voiced his concern about the old mooring buoys on the 

Boesmans east bank.  Could these please be removed.  

The Chairman reported that this matter would be dealt with in his report. 
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• Peter Bam had also voiced his concern about the Deacon Sand bag wall 

which is fast deteriorating.  The Chairman responded that this subject has 

been raised repeatedly with the authorities but with no response.  It would 

remain as an action item.  

• Noel Ross had reiterated his concern about bank erosion at Whisky Bend 

and the moving of the Ski Zone on the Kariega.  The Chairman responded 

that the ski zone had been moved back and that no further correspondence 

had been received on this matter. 

 

Chairman’s report  

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to our Annual General Meeting.   

Estuary Care via its committee has continued to be active on both the Kariega 

and the Boesmans Estuaries and the paths and banks serving both Estuaries. We 

have also been involved in the monitoring of pollution,  rubbish disposal and of 

property development, all of which affect the health of the estuarine systems. 

 

The Committee 

I wish to thank all members of the committee and other members of Estuary 

Care who have contributed to our efforts this past year.  The committee is 

drawn from local people including the ward 3 and 4 councillors, and from 

representatives of the Ndlambe Municipality, and SA National Parks.  Our 

thanks also go to Dr Angus Paterson who has continued to act as a consultant to 

Estuary Care on Environmental issues.  

• I am sad to report that a very active member of our committee Dr Bill 

Northrop died in October of this year.  May I ask the meeting to observe a 

moment’s silence in respect of his memory.  Bill looked after river signage, 

channel markers and Boesmans Estuary paths and general neatness at 

Boesmansriviermond. His channel marker duties have now been taken over 

by David Curran, and Nick Albrightson has expanded the area he looks after 

to included Bill’s territory in Boesmansriviermond.  

 

  

The committee met six times during the year. I shall introduce them separately 

and ask them to stand. 

 

• Chester Wilmot has undertaken work on beach front walls, slipways and 

jetties and is our Go-to man for innovation on repairs.  
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• Nicholas Albrightson has taken over much of Chester’s work and together 

with assistants attends to the cleanliness and maintenance of paths and 

towpaths on both Estuaries.   

• Trish Milliken (our vice Chair) fulfils the role of Communication, which carries 

with it the maintenance of the web site, and the production of News Letters. 

Trish has put her considerable energy and talent into the production of four 

newsletters.  She manages the website www.estuarycare.co.za  which is a mine of 

useful information. We continue to post items of interest to our Facebook page: 

Boesmans Kariega Estuary Care. 

• Daphne McNeill performs a vital interlinking role with Sustainable Seas 

Trust (SST) and its associated Education groups. She also checks on the 

cleanliness of our towpaths. 

• Dr Dirk Meiring acts as a watchdog looking after the interests of his 

community in Boesmansriviermond. 

• My wife Rem acts as secretary for committee meetings.  

• Dot Cohead is our representative on the Kenton Rate Payers committee and 

keeps us in touch with the local Police forum. 

• David Curran has taken on Fishing and Boating which includes the setting up 

and maintenance of our cooperation with the Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries through our Honoraries programme. He also is 

responsible for the maintenance of all the signage on the Estuaries. 

• Stuart Clarkson has recently joined our committee and has taken on Pollution 

and monitoring of Property developments, siltation and sand movement. 

• Our thanks go to Johan Grobler and Peter Reed who both stepped down from 

the committee during the year. 

• Dr Tony Ribbink heads up the Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) and is an 

associate on our committee 

  

Here is a brief overview of our activities 

 

Boat licences and buoys 

 

The information below is for all boat owners who use the Boesmans and 

Kariega Estuaries and particularly  those people who secure their boats to buoys 

in either of the estuaries. 

Willem Nel (Environmental Law Officer, Ndlambe Municipality) says: 

1. Boat licences are due and have been since the 1st July 2019 for the new 

financial year 2019-2020. 

2. The licences are available at the Ndlambe KOS Finance office and the 

Small Boat Harbour in Port Alfred. 

http://www.estuarycare.co.za/
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3. Please tell or get the word out that the licence must be placed on the Port 

side of the boats. If you sit in your boat facing forward, on your left hand side 

and clearly visible for inspection when passing by. 

4. Renewal of buoy applications runs concurrently with the boat licences. 

Same period, 1st July to 30th June yearly. 

5. If you wish to not renew your buoy permit, please inform the 

Environmental Law Officer and remove your buoy/anchor and chain 

immediately. There are other boaters who request a place for their boats, 

especially in the Boesmans river. 

6. If buoys are not renewed and are illegal by end August, they will be 

removed and handed in at SAPS KOS. This applies to all buoys and in any or 

all rivers/estuaries. 

Out of town persons may apply for buoy applications and make payment via 

EFT.  They must get someone to re-mark their buoy number on their buoy so it 

can be seen that it is a legal buoy.  They must just remember that when they 

arrive in the Ndlambe area, they MUST renew their boat licence. 

For all queries, please contact Willem Nel directly: 

WILLEM NEL 

Environmental Law Officer (Environmental Compliance) 

NDLAMBE MUNICIPALITY 

Ph:   046 604 5602 – Direct line 

Ph:   046 604 5527 – Admin office 

Cell: 082 388 4600 

 

I attended the AGM of BRRAG on 27th December and at that meeting learnt 

that Inspectors from the South African Marine Safety Association  (SAMSA) 

are likely to commence patrols on our Estuaries.  Details of requirements will be 

posted on our web site. 

 

Construction, Repair and Maintenance  

We continue to maintain the towpaths along the banks of the Kariega and 

Boesmans Estuaries. This involves repairs to the curbing and surface of the 

paths as well as attention to the drains. We engage a local contractor who, on a 

regular basis, trims the bush along both towpaths and keeps the grass under 

control. We also cut back the reeds and remove the cut sections from portions of 

the Boesmans towpath since we believe that the dense growth of reeds on both 

sides of the path constitutes a security hazard. 

We have undertaken repairs to the Boesmans East Bank towpath at Dassie 

Rocks and attended to the drainage on the towpath. 
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On 31 Oct 2019 spring tides combined with strong winds from a storm at sea 

caused very severe damage to our Middle Beach car park and structures and to 

structures in the Boesmans Estuary. The Middle Beach damage was so severe 

that we felt that we could not undertake repair as an unregistered and uninsured  

contractor.  We took part in meetings with Ndlambe officials and contractors 

but did not submit a quote for the repairs which are now being undertaken under 

the control of Ndlambe officials. 

The steps on the west bank of the Boesmans were also undermined and 

rendered unsafe but Estuary Care was able to repair these very successfully.   

We have also repainted the jetties on both the Kariega and Boesmans. 

 Benches 

We continue to supply and erect benches on the tow paths and the beach fronts. 

We arrange for engraved aluminium plaques to be fixed to the benches. The 

Ndlambe authorities ask that we follow a procedure in seeking permission in 

erecting these benches which cannot just be placed anywhere.  These benches 

are given in memory of loved ones who have died and serve as a most welcome 

addition to facilities. 

River Signage and Channel markers 

Dave Curran maintains channel markers and boating signs at the slipways and 

up both estuaries.  These signs are invaluable guides to boaters using the 

estuaries. We consult with regular users of the Estuaries as to the placement and 

content of the signs. Our thanks go to Sibuya for the use of their boats and 

expertise in the placing of signs.  

Clean up of the Estuaries 

Estuary Care continues to support the efforts of concerned Boesmans residents 

who undertake a regular clean up along the banks of the Estuary. Our thanks go 

especially to Doran Herringer and his team and to a group organized by SST for 

the Kariega.  

Doran Herringer and his team of volunteers undertook a clean-up of the 

Boesmans estuary on Sunday 30 December 2018 sponsored by The Sandbar 

Floating Restaurant and The Diner on the Square Restaurant and Estuary Care. 

Doran reported that ‘Alan Louw’s barge was used with help from Bonnie and 

Chris from the Sandbar’ and a lot of plastic was picked up on both sides on the 

lower reaches of the Boesmans estuary. 
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Pollution  

This will be an item at our first committee meeting in 2020.  We will be 

discussing a strategy for the future. 

Boating and Fishing 

David Curran controls the Honoraries programme in conjunction with the Dep 

of Agric and Fisheries. Volunteers now take officials from the Department on 

inspection trips up one or other of the estuaries.  This enables the officials to 

check on harvesting of bait, fishing and on fishing licences.  

He was asked to organize assistance for Dr Louw Claassens and her team from 

Knysna who visited us in October to do research on pipe fish.    Dave Morrell 

very kindly made his boat and Land Rover available to the team for moving up 

and down the Estuaries.  We will hear much more about the pipe fish later 

today. 

Sustainable Seas Trust 

The Sustainable Seas Trust in conjunction with Estuary Care and an editorial 

committee consisting of Tony and Anthea Ribbink, Barbara Meiring, Lynne 

Trollope, Daphne McNeill, Dawn Garfath, Trish Milliken and Rem Gilfillan 

have produced and published a book which was launched two weeks ago on 16 

December entitled :  

Exploring our Estuaries 

It is a book for residents and visitors to Kenton on Sea & Boesmansriviermond.    

It is an excellent book of great value both historically and scientifically and contains 

wonderful photographs.  I whole heartily recommend it.    

SST staff have it on sale here after the meeting and it is also available at the 

Bookshop and The House Planner.  

 

Estuary Care Caps 

Caps sporting our logo on the front and “We love our Estuaries” on the back are 

available from Daphne McNeill after the meeting at R50 each.  Please do not leave 

without your cap. 
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Financial report for the year ending Oct 2019 

Estuary Care   

Financial statement for the year end October 2019   

Income     

Interest from Savings account R 512,07   

Interest from Money Market R 4 574,48   

Subs R 32 268,69   

Refund from Ndlambe. Hall deposit R 1 995,00   

Donation for Benches R 9 195,00   

Repayment of legal expenses by Ndlambe R 35 000,00 R 83 545,24 

Expenditure     

Bank charges R 262,27   

Path clearing & mowing R 9 469,55   

Web site costs R 5 029,00   

Wages R 8 562,49   

Stationery R 1 185,00   

Signage R 7 716,69   

Accounting  fees R 195,00   

Building work R 1 421,03   

Bibs R 1 100,00   

Bench purchases R 796,00   

Jetty repairs R 6 400,00   

Middle beach repairs R 600,00   

 Hall booking fees R1721,91 R 44 458,94 

Opening balance as at 1st Nov 2018     

Cash on hand R 200,00   

   

Bank account R 52 584,33   

Money Market R 60 539,65   

Surplus/(deficit ) for the period R 39 086,30 R 152 410,28 

    

Closing balance as at 31st Oct  2019     

Cash on hand R 200,00   

Bank account R 47 462,08   

Money Market account R 104 748,20 R 152 410,28 

 

 

 

The above report was accepted on the proposal of Lotter Wepener and seconded by 
Daphne McNeill. 
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Election of office bearers for the 2019/2020 year 
 

The committee has no more  than 14 elected members.  Three are to stand 

down in 2019  

 

all of whom are available for re-election for the 2020 year 
 

 

Title Name Resident/position Elected 

From 

To 

stand 

down 

Availability 

for 2020 

Mr Ted Gilfillan Resident Kenton on 

Sea  

2016 Yes Yes 

Mr Stuart Clarkson Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2019 

 

 Yes 

Mr  Chester Wilmot Resident Kenton on 

Sea  

2017 

 

No  

Mrs Daphne McNeill Resident Kenton on 

Sea  

2017 No  

Mrs Trish Milliken Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2016 Yes Yes 

Dr  Dirk Meiring Resident 

Boesmansriviermond 

2016 

 

Yes Yes 

Mrs Rem Gilfillan Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2018 

 

No 

 

 

Mrs  Dot Cohead Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2018 

 

No  

Mr Nicholas 

Albrightson 

Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2017 No  

Mr  David Curran Resident Kenton on 

Sea 

2018 No  

 
 
 
Apart from the elected members  the ward councillors of our local Ndlambe wards 3 
and 4 also served on the committee together with Dr Tony Ribbink as representative 
of the Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) and Zelda Breytenbach who represents the SA 
National Parks Board. 
Dr Angus Paterson the Director of the SA Institute of Aquatic Biodiversity continues 
to act as a consultant to Estuary Care 
. 
Rem and I are in the process of moving to Settlers Park in Port Alfred and will be 
resigning from the committee at a later date. 
 
The meeting approved the election of the three members standing for re-election and 
the election of Mr Stuart Clarkson on the proposal of  Jean Baker seconded by Lotter 
Wepener. 
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General  

There were no further issues raised. 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to Dr Louw Claasens who will tell 

us something about the rare and elusive Pipe Fish and all that she and her team 

have done to track it down and help preserve it. 

Thank you for your attendance and we wish you a happy holiday season 

 

Judith Hawarden  proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for all the work 

they do. 

 

 


